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Abstract
In defending the authenticity of Muḥammad’s prophethood, miracles (muʿjizāt) were regarded as one of the main instruments to measure and verify the veracity of his prophethood. The Qurʾān has been employed as auxiliary apparatus to render this idea in early Islamic discourse. This article aims to explore the concept of miracle in early Islamic literature, and analyse Qurʾānic verses that have been utilised in Sīrah Nabawiyyah as supporting evidence in the narratives. The study is qualitative in nature in which the researcher will focus on textual and comparative analysis. In its finding, the present study suggests that the use of Qurʾānic references in this context appears as related to the personal style and approach of each author of Islamic works.
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Introduction
In the Qur’ān, discourse on miracles and miraculous elements is usually associated with the term āyāt (sg. āya) (David Thomas, 2011). This literally denotes a sign, token, lesson or example (al-Baʿalbakī, 1995), and the term is invoked in many places in the Qur’ān as a vessel for conveying apparently miraculous episodes, such as anecdotes of the evidentiary miracles of Moses (7:133, 17:101, 27:12), the phenomenal story of the sleepers in the cave (2:259), the extraordinary account of Joseph’s life (12:7), the miraculous gift of the camel of Ṣāliḥ (7:73, 11:64), the marvellous account of Mary and Jesus (19:21, 21:91, 23:50), and the story of  Noah’s salvation  in the flood (29:15). 

The term also appears as an announcement of a great message of God’s intervention in human affairs, principally in its form as an educative means, as well as in the form of an admonition, which, at the same time, illustrates that miracles comprise one of the proofs of the truth of God and His messenger. A discussion of the miracles of the prophets and saints appears in the Fiqh al-Akbār, in which the author maintains the same term as employed in the Qur’ān (al-Qārī, 1998; Wensinck, 1965). The term āyāt, however, did not last long, and was reintroduced at a later period, when Muslims started to employ a new term in the delivery of discourse on miracles. They started to use muʿjiza as a new term. Even though the term is not to be found in the Qur’ān, it became popular in the later period. According to Wensicnk, the term mu’jiza was not apparent within this period. It is only al-Ījī who delivers a complete and systematic discussion of the term.
Methodology:
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